
 

 

The description for each episode of the 1917 Universal Serial: The Voice on the Wire, taken 

from the pages of The Moving Picture World magazine, March through June issues, 1917. 

Voice on the Wire– (No. 1), The Oriental Death Punch – (2 parts) (Universal Special) – March 

18 

Alvin Van Cleft has a penchant for chorus girls, particularly Polly Marion. One night they leave a 

café and enter a taxi, closely watched by two muffled figures. As Van Cleft and the girl are riding 

through the park Van Cleft falls into a stupor, a mysterious hand which seems to have no 

attachment to a body, enters the cab and kills Van Cleft. Later Howard, his son, is notified by a 

mysterious voice that his father has been murdered and is the third victim – two others 

interested in chorus girls having preceded him. 

Howard notifies John Shirley, interested in criminology, and Professor Montague, a prominent 

physician, and they, together with Cronin, head of a detective agency, start working on the 

case. 

Shirley arrives at the conclusion that van Cleft was murdered by the Japanese death punch, Sen 

Si Yao: as he is telling this to his friends he receives a telephone message that Cronin is in 

Bellevue Hospital with a crushed skull and that Montague may be the fourth victim. Shirley 

visits Cronin, who tells how he was beaten by two chaps who had been in the same taxi with 

him. Shirley then receives a message that he will be the next victim if he does not stop 

meddling in others’ affairs. 

The Professor, to the surprise of Howard, disguises himself and goes out the back way; as he 

jumps over the wall he is attacked by two thugs, whom he overpowers and marches to the 

police station. 

Voice on the Wire– (No. 2), The Mysterious Man in Black – (2 parts)  (Universal Special)- 

March 25 

As Howard Van Cleft is sitting in his library he receives a telephone call warning him that if he 

does not desist in attempting to find the murderer of his fathers, he also will be a victim. 

Howard acquaints his friend, John Shirley with the News. 

William Grimsby, an aged financier and roué, receives a warning of death.  Shirley approaches 

him with a scheme to save his life, to which Grimsby consents. In accordance with Shirley’s plan 

he visits the latter’s apartments. Shirley there makes up to resemble the aged financier and 

departs, leaving Grimsby ensconced in his rooms. 

Some time previously, Shirley had visited the office of Dick Holloway, a theatrical manager, 

where he was fired upon by some unknown person. He tells Dick that the wants an actress who 



 

 

is beautiful and at the same time fearless. Dick promises to get this sort of a girl, and sends 

Polly Marion, whom Shirley thinks is just the type he wants. 

Shirley, dressed as Grimsby, calls upon Polly and takes here to a café where the two dine. She 

introduces Red Warren, a café hanger-on, and a somewhat mysterious individual. When Shirley 

and Polly leave, they cannot find their own taxi and are forced to take another. As they ride 

along, the two begin to grow drowsy. Shirley finds the windows securely fastened. With Polly’s 

diamonds he cuts the glass. On the road he is attacked by a muffled figure, which springs to the 

side of his car. He tries to detain the figure, but he escapes. Then gagging and binging the 

chauffeur, whom he puts into the machine so that Polly can keep guard over him, Shirley drives 

home, where he finds Grimsby dead. 

Polly gets a mysterious phone call telling her to beware or she will be the next victim. Shirley 

likewise receives the same warning, but it only makes him more determined to solve the 

mystery. 

Voice on the Wire (No.3), The Spider’s Web - (2 parts) (Universal Special) -  April 1 

John Shirley, detective, arrives at his apartment in time to receive a telephone from the voice 

on the wire that his colleague, Polly Marion, is in danger. He is about to start to her apartment 

when he finds that his car has been stole. 

He reports the theft to the police, but finds his car with a note of warning in it. He starts on his 

mission, but the car explodes from a bomb, and he goes to the police station and explains. He is 

delayed, but arrives in time to save Polly from being killed by a mysterious hand. 

That night he and Polly go to a party at the rooms of the mysterious Red Warren. Red forces 

Polly to ask Shirley to meet her there. Shirley notices that Warren’s hand bears a resemblance 

to the hand of the morning’s adventure. The fact is noticed as Warren is showing him an old 

family coat-of-arms, telling him that an ancestor of his had a grafted hand. 

They leave the party at a late hour, and Shirley is attacked on his homeward journey, 

succeeding, however, in overpowering his assailants. 

Arriving home he finds that Howard Van Cleft, the young millionaire, has sent a note telling him 

of a contemplated yachting cruise, as he fears to remain in the city longer. Shirley phones for 

assistance and hurries to the deck, where, in a running fight on the river, he saves the life of 

Howard and sees him safely started on his journey. 

He arrives home after his day’s adventure and accidentally reads in a medical journal of a 

wonderful operation in which a human hand has been grafted upon an arm. He thinks of 



 

 

Warren and recalls the coat-of-arms. He cannot fathom the fact that the mysterious hand was 

disembodied. The mystery is now deeper than ever. 

Voice on the Wire (No. 4), The Next Victim (2 parts) (Universal Special) – April 8 

Detective Cronin has arrested Shirley’s Japanese valet Sato and is surprised to receive a 

message from Shirley to release Sato, but he does so. He follows Sato to a garage where he is 

overcome by two crooks. One is induced to change places with him. Cronin escapes and Sato 

discovers the deception and kills the crook. Cronin soon learns the phone message was false. 

“Red” Warren has kidnapped Polly Marion and is determined that she shall pay the price that 

night. 

Shirley finds in Polly’s apartments the list of those condemned by the “Voice,” and nothing the 

name of John 

Vance, warns Vance to phone him of any unusual happening. 

Shirley, Cronin and Short drive to Warren’s home, and force an entrance. Shirley climbs up to 

the bedroom in which Polly is held prisoner. Warren at last opens the door, only to foil the 

detectives by jumping into the room and locking the door. His assassin is in the act of choking 

Polly. But a shot is fired and the man falls as Cronin and Short break in and cover Warren with a 

revolver. 

The phone rings and Shirley is lifting the receiver, Warren breaks away, and swings a blow at 

Shirley’s jaw. A mysterious hand is seen at the phone, and they hear a voice say. “Fix everything 

for Vance tonight.” 

They dash to Vance’s home and find he has received a note warning him of trouble. Later, 

Shirley lies in Vance’s bed, Cronin sits beside Vance, revolver in hand, and Polly guards the 

library. At midnight a hand appears near the bed. Shirley fires and hand disappears. Cronin and 

Polly run into the room, where they discover blood stains, and then realize their folly in leaving 

Vance unprotected. They rush back only to find him dead. The window curtains are moving, but 

no one is to be seen. 

The phone rings again. Shirley lifts the receiver but dashes it to the floor. His disappointment is 

so intense that he breaks down, and Polly goes toward him to offer sympathy. 

Voice on the Wire (No. 5), The Spectral Hand (2 parts) (Universal Special) – April 15 

After the discovery of the mysterious death of John Vance, Shirley, Cronin and several other 

men are sitting at the breakfast table when John Carns is announced and asks to see Vance. 

Upon seeing the corpse of his friend, Carns mutters “Paris! Paris! Paris!” 



 

 

By the list of persons condemned by the “Voice,” Shirley sees that John Carns’ name follow that 

of Vance. He determines to keep Carns in his own home to try to prevent further disaster. 

Two detectives are sent to “Red” Warren’s home, but find no one there. They enter and are 

puzzling over the phone being disconnected when but a few minutes before Shirley was called 

over this instrument, when Warren, his hunchback and a crook, taking them by surprise, make 

them prisoners. 

Shirley becomes alarmed because of the non-appearance of the two men and sends Cronin 

after them. Arriving at “Red’s” before he can be seized, Cronin, too, is taken prisoner. 

Warren receives a mysterious message over the phone which informs him that Carns must be 

“gotten” no matter what it costs, even though Shirley is keeping him in his own home. 

At midnight Shirley, Dr. Renolds and a detective are detective are still guarding Carns. Each man 

holds a revolver in readiness for any emergency that may arise. 

Slinking around the house of Shirley are “Red” and his accomplices. In spite of all their strategy 

and mysteriousness they are as yet unable to get Carns. 

Voice on the Wire (No. 6), The Death Warrant (2 parts) (Universal Special) – April 22 

Shirley succeeds in breaking down the door and getting into the bedroom to Carns and Polly. A 

muffled figure jumps through the window and disappears. Wayne and Dorian, two detectives, 

watch the house. “Red” Warren also keeps guard. Shirley bends over the body of Carns and 

tries to restore him. Carns shows signs of returning consciousness. “Red” appears at the 

window and orders him to throw up his hands. As Shirley moves toward the door Wayne and 

Dorian step through. “Red” puts out the lights and a fight is begun in the dark. And while thus 

struggling the mysterious “Hand” is again working over Carns. 

Meanwhile a crook waits in the road by an auto. Wayne grabs Polly and finally gets her into the 

auto, where “Red” joins them. 

Cronin and Short manage to escape from the empty house, where they were cornered by 

“Red’s” men, and arrive on the scene as Polly is being into the auto. Short springs onto the 

running-board, but is hit by “Red” and knocked off. “Red” shouts” “To the docks, quick!” 

The house is aflame. Cronin and Short run in, and Short, frantically blowing his whistle, brings 

other officers, all of whom rush into the burning house. Shirley and Reynolds are soon out and 

are informed that “Red” has taken Polly to the docks. Suddenly Shirley remembers Carns and 

dashes back into the building only to find that the corpse had disappeared. 



 

 

Shirley and the others race to the docks to save Polly, but arrive there just as the steamer is 

pulling out. 

Polly is now unconscious on the steamer. Later “Red” insinuatingly remarks to a crook that she 

might accidentally fall overboard, and just then the wireless operator hands Warren a message 

which instructs him to “fix” Polly; that Shirley will be “gotten” on the train. The message is 

signed by Laschlas. The men smile when they have read it. 

Shirley and the others board a train, and that night when every one is in bed, Shirley being 

asleep, the mysterious “Hand” appears and starts down the passage toward his birth and 

attacks Shirley, who manages to save himself. In the morning he sends word to the ship to 

guard Polly’s cabin.  

Voice on the Wire (No. 7), The Marked Room (2 parts) (Universal Special) – April 29 

At the end of the last episode Polly Marion was in her cabin on board the steamer, where 

orders had been received to allow no one access to her. Red Warren tries to enter her room 

and is stopped by the guard. He claims to be here husband, but the man refuses to believe it. 

On the dock, waiting for the steamer, Shirley is haunted by vision of the night. He cannot make 

up his mind whether he has dreamed the attack of the “Hand”. He realized that his nerves are 

shot to pieces. Then he sees the steamer approaching in the distance. He is also seen, and the 

three crooks set out in the launch to signal “Red” that Shirley is waiting for them. The Ship’s 

officers see that the guarded men are being warned from the launch and start after them to 

make the arrest. Red runs to the upper deck, and jumps into the sea, while the two other men 

follow him. They manage to dodge the shots fired after them by the officers, and are soon 

picked up by the men in the launch. 

When the ship docks, Shirley rushes on board to find Polly, and, entering her stateroom, takes 

her in his arms and kisses her. The officers are amused by his disregard for them and when 

Renolds and the others arrive, Shirley asks for congratulations upon his engagement. Cronin, 

however, will not shake hands, as he says that he believes Polly warned the crooks. He declares 

that he will clear up the mystery alone. 

Several hours later, as the crooks sit around a table, the Hand appears at the phone. When 

Warren answers it, he hears that Shirley is at the Imperial Hotel, and the number of his room, 

also the number of Polly’s. 

Shirley has led Polly to the door of her room. Later he is startled by the ringing of his phone. 

The mysterious voice says that James Welsh will be the next victim, but not the last, and that he 



 

 

is to watch for the dawn. He exclaims: “The voice on the Wire here!” When he asks the girl at 

the switchboard who called she says that his phone is out of order. 

In a room in a house behind the hotel there is a light. Shirley sees it and watches it. We see a 

muffled figure in the corridor, which sneaks along and then fades until only the Hand remains. 

It makes a mark on Shirley’s door. Shirley in his room is unable to sleep. He starts up when he 

hears Polly scream. He goes to her room and finds the bed unrumpled and no sign of the girl. 

He wonders if he is mistaken in thinking that she was there. Then all the lights go out. He calls 

on his phone, and when at last he is answered the girl says that the lights are out there, too. He 

descends and asks if they have seen anyone leave the hotel. They say that no one has passed 

out. Polly’s name is crossed out in the register. Shirley, bewildered and dazed, goes upstairs 

again. He hears groans and finds the doctor clutching his heart and muttering, “The Hand!” He 

says to him: “Polly is gone, and we were to have been married tomorrow!” The doctor promises 

to stand by him to the end. 

Voice on the Wire (No. 8), High Finance (2 parts) (Universal Special) – May 6 

In the crook’s apartment “Red” Warren’s men are gathering and learn that a meeting will be 

held the following evening. They arrange to be in Washington on the 25th. Polly, locked in the 

room above them, is trying to glean some information by listening with her ear to the wall. 

Finally, opening the window, she manages to drop to the floor below and peer in the room 

where the crooks are assembled. 

Curing this time Shirley has communicated with Chief Cronin, who begins to think Polly’s 

disappearance is becoming a habit, and is beginning to suspect her. Receiving a mysterious 

message over the wire, Shirley begins to analyze the case, and is thoroughly alarmed and 

puzzled when he finds the murders include not only local politicians, but international ones 

also. 

As one of the crooks steps to the window and throws it open Polly drops to the sill, handing on 

by her finger tips, but is discovered and pulled into the room. Taylor starts to strike her, but 

“Red” stops him. On the outside of the building Shirley’s men have located Polly, surrounded 

the building, and are anxiously awaiting the next move of the crooks. Observing a policeman in 

the distance, one of them gives a signal and all the crooks, with the exception of one guard, 

pass through the secret panel as Shirley climbs up the side of the building. 

Voice on the Wire (No. 9), A Stern Chase (2 parts) (Universal Special) – May 13. 

When Shirley enters the crooks’ apartment several crooks spring on him and a fight starts. 

Renolds, sneaking through the bushes with his gun in hand, hears Polly scream and runs in the 

direction from which came the cry. Outside the underground passageway he meets “Red” 



 

 

Warren, Taylor, Polly, four diplomats and Cummings. Polly is struggling and as Renolds comes 

toward them they knock him unconscious. Polly, apparently unconscious, is placed in an auto. 

As Shirley fights with the crooks one of the revolvers is accidentally discharged and, hearing the 

report, a number of his men rush toward the house. A secret panel is swung open and 

Cummings with four other crooks enters, while Wayne and Dorian make their getaway. 

Polly, having been feigning unconsciousness, sees that no one is watching her, and starts slowly 

to climb toward the driver’s seat. As two of the diplomats dash off after Short she springs 

quickly to the seat, and when the Japanese valet jumps on the running board, she throws him 

off. She then drives quickly away. 

The policemen bring the crooks before Shirley that he may question them. Behind the panel, 

Wayne and Dorian listen to all that is said. When Cummings is about to tell who “The Voice on 

the Wire” is, being offered five thousand dollars by Shirley if he will do so, he is suddenly shot 

dead, and no one can discover from where came the shot. Wayne and Dorian, after firing the 

shot, make their escape through the secret passageway. 

Bert Law whispers to Shirley that he will take the five thousand. He shows them the secret 

panel, and , leaving the other crooks under a guard, Shirley and Cronin are led through the 

underground passageway and arrive back in the upper room in time for Shirley to answer the 

phone and hear a voice tell him that Renolds knows too much; they have got him. James Walsh 

will die on the 26th, and they taunt Shirley, asking why doesn’t he save Walsh? Law tells Shirley 

that none of the crooks knows who “The Voice on the Wire” is except “Red.” Warren and his 

gang are headed for Washington. 

Meantime, the crooks have taken Renolds in an auto and have left the place. Another auto, run 

by “Red,” has followed Polly, and it is pursued by Short and a traffic policeman on a motorcycle. 

The remaining machine belonging to the policeman has been fixed by Dorian and Wayne so 

that it won’t run. Polly is caught, and she and Renolds are carried onto a special train. 

Short arrives just after the train has pulled out. Wayne and Dorian board the train as it leaves 

and the stationmaster tells Short it was a train for Washington, and hands him a note 

addressed to Shirley. Short phones Shirley, who tells him to read the note. It is a warning to 

them not to stop the train or to follow them; that Polly and Renolds are with them on the train. 

Instructing Short to order a special and to wait for them at the station, Shirley and his men 

jump into a car held up by a detective and rush to the station. As the train rushes along, Shirley 

receives a telegram signed by Laschlas which says this is the last warning. 

Voice on the Wire (No. 10), The Guarded Heart (2 parts) (Universal Special) – May 20. 



 

 

On the special train “Red” Warren sits by Polly, who is terrified. In the forward part of the car 

Renolds sits with bound hands and feet, Tokonuga and Taylor watching him carefully.  “Red” 

instructs four crooks to watch from the rear of the train. 

Shirley is about to step onto the other special train when he receives a message from Laschlas 

which causes him to let the train move on without him. He hires a machine and pursues the 

first special. 

On the second special, Cronin questions the crook and smiles with satisfaction. They discover 

that Shirley is not on the train and Cronin asserts that he knew Shirley would double cross 

them. He suddenly stops the train. 

“Red” is warned that the second special is following and he instructs his men to unhook the 

rear coach so that the second special will collide with it. Cronin stopped the train in time to 

prevent the collision, and he and his men hurry on foot to the next station and force a 

chauffeur to drive them to the city. 

Polly is put in an auto with the crooks and they hasten to “Frisco” Ida’s gambling house. Polly is 

now utterly dejected. “Red” and Ida sneer at her misery. They force her to phone James Welsh, 

a man of about fifty, who is a bon-vivant. But she is determined she will not concede to “Red’s” 

orders further. Warren and Ida are afraid that she may give away their game. Then “The voice” 

informs them that Polly will be there. 

Shirley at last arrives at Welsh’s apartments and tells Welsh “The Voice” has threatened to get 

him if the leaves his apartment that night, but Welsh laughs. The phone rings and Welsh hears 

Renolds’ voice telling him not to go out without Polly, that he fears Shirley is delayed. 

Renolds, in Ida’s apartment, has succeeded in knocking over the phone and then rolling onto 

the floor is able to send the message. 

“The Voice” now tells Shirley that “It” was on the wire; to remember eight o’clock. Getting a 

promise from Welsh that he won’t leave without Polly, Shirley leaves and is attacked by Cronin 

and his men, who do not recognize him. Questioning the double-crossing crook, Shirley learns 

“Red” has taken Polly to “Frisco” Ida’s gambling house and they all start for that place. 

It is now eight o’clock. Polly lies on the bed, her eyes closed. Slowly the mysterious hand 

appears. She stirs restlessly while the fingers of the hand extend toward her. 

Voice on the Wire (No. 11), The Thought Machine AKA “At the Poisoned Door” (2 parts) 

(Universal Special) – May 27. 



 

 

Dr. Renolds, still bound, lies on the floor, helpless. Polly, dazed, passes without looking at him. 

She is put in a limousine with Taylor at the wheel. “Red” gives instructions to the driver. 

Shirley with the double-crossing crook speeds toward “Pale” Ida’s house and is followed by 

Cronin. As they draw near the place “Red” is warned. Shirley forces the door. The crooks carry 

Renolds upstairs and the other men follow. A struggle takes places. One crook and a policeman 

are dead, while several are wounded and when Shirley regains consciousness he finds that 

Warren and the crooks have disappeared. Cronin is disgusted and while talking with Shirley 

hears “The Voice” saying “It” would meet them at the “Poisson d’ or” a café. They discover 

Renolds who tells them that Polly has gone to meet. Welsh. He and Renolds drive to Welsh’s 

home. Meantime, Welsh and Polly are driven to the café. When Shirley inquires for Welsh the 

butler advises he has just left with Polly, and Shirley is hurt at the conviction of his suspicions. 

Telling Renolds to warn Cronin, Shirley remains in the apartment. “The Voice” speaks to Shirley, 

telling him that though he is clever, Welsh will die at twelve o’clock. 

At fifteen minutes before the hour Cronin and Renolds stand before the café waiting for Shirley, 

who has already entered the café disguised as an old farmer. 

The lights go out several times, but finally fail to come on again. In the darkness, Shirley hurries 

to Welsh’s table. The dismembered hand approaches Welsh, who screams. Cronin runs into the 

café, while “Red” and the other crooks run out. 

Welsh makes his escape when Shirley grasps the hand. Cronin interrupts, and Shirley lets go the 

hand. 

Polly is seized by “Red.” He tells her she must kill Shirley, that he is at the house of a friend, who 

has invented a thought machine. Polly, still in a trance, takes the revolver and goes out to the 

car with Ida. 

Shirley and Renolds have gone to the home of the inventor. He tells them that his machine told 

him that they would come. Shirley is incredulous. His friend goes to bed, and Shirley sits down 

to think. The mirror shows him Polly’s face. He looks up. She is standing in the doorway with a 

gun pointed at him. She walks forward, still covering him. The picture fades as she presses the 

gun to his body. He tells her that she cannot fire as she draws back the trigger. 

Voice on the Wire (No. 12), The Fifth Victim {this is the title listed by Moving Picture World} 

[IMDB has it as ‘The Sign of the Thumb’] (2 parts) (Universal Special) – June 3. 

As Polly stands behind Shirley with the revolver aimed at him, he sees her in the crystal of the 

thought machine, and suddenly switching off the main lights, places himself so that he can look 

directly into her eyes. He tells her she can’t shoot, that his will is her will; her gaze wavers and 



 

 

she drops the revolver as his will overcomes hers. She awakes from the hypnotic spell. Shirley 

tells her to act as if she were still hypnotized, and in this way they may be able to trace the 

“Voice.” 

“Red” Warren and the gang of crooks receive word from the “Voice” that Polly had failed to get 

Shirley, having come out of her hypnotic spell, but that she must be caught again. “Red” and 

two men dash away and later talk with “Pale” Ida. 

Shirley answers the phone to hear the “Voice” say that he has been clever enough to escape 

this time, but that they got Welsh. “Red” and his men step into the room, first having switched 

off the lights. “Red” shoots toward Shirley, who responds with the revolver Polly dropped on 

the table. The men struggle with Polly, and when Shirley had turned on the lights again, he finds 

himself alone in the room, Polly having been carried away. Shirley discovers a note on the floor 

which reads: “The meeting is called for tomorrow night at twelve” and is signed by a thumb 

print. 

Polly is taken to the crooks’ quarters and locked in a bedroom. The following night Shirley 

remembers the mysterious note, and with the help of Professor Duval, gets into telepathic 

communication with Polly by means of the crystal, and by controlling her mind, he learns that 

she is at 499 Chante Street. Shirley phones Cronin to bring enough men to raid 499 Chante 

Street, and to surround the house at 12 o’clock, a revolver shot being their signal to enter. He 

leaves word for Renolds to follow when he is ready, and departs. 

Shirley, cloaked like all the crooks, enters the house and joins the gang, but, when all are 

assembled, “Red” is warned over the phone to count heads, as there is a stranger present. All 

are ordered to unmask, and when it comes Shirley’s turn, he draws his revolver and holds them 

all at bay, firing at them to notify Cronin. The crooks rush for the door, firing back at Shirley.  

“Red” dashes through the bedroom door and closes it as Cronin and the detectives rush into 

the room. Shirley finds the bedroom empty, the window open, and picks up Polly’s cape. “Red” 

has escaped with Polly. Cronin is proud of himself, having captured all the crooks but “Red”; he 

is indifferent Polly’s being kidnapped. 

Voice on the Wire (No. 13), Twixt Death and Dawn (2 parts) (Universal Special) – June 10. 

Shirley has been warned by the “Voice” to watch for the hour between night and daylight. He 

sits beside Polly, who is lying on the couch in the house of Professor Duval. Upstairs the 

professor is awaiting a call, while in another rooms is Dr. Renolds. Shirley feels a sinister 

influence. Duval and Renolds also feel the influence. Shirley sees a shadow. He goes toward it, 

revolver in hand, but there is nothing. Polly wakes. She rises as in a dream and goes toward the 

thought machine. She raises the telephone as if to break the machine, when Shirley catches her 

hand. 



 

 

Red Warren is seen coming out of a hotel. He is followed by one of the detectives and enters a 

beer garden.  The detectives wait outside until Red comes out with two of his men. Then follow 

him. One goes to the police for help. Cronin is there interrogating Pale Ida, trying to force her to 

tell who the voice on the wire is. 

Suddenly Polly asks why it is so dark. He calls the professor. They realize Polly is blind. Shirley 

goes nervously to the phone when it rings. The voice warns him he has seen another 

demonstration of power. That unless Shirley drops his investigations Polly’s sight will not be 

restored. 

At the police station Ida seems just about to give Cronin the information he desires, when she 

falls forward. The phone rings, and the voice informs Cronin that Ida is speechless, and if he 

attempts to make her write the name of the voice she will die on the instant. 

Red Warren and his men arrive outside the Duval house. Red appears in the quise of the 

muffled figure. Shirley begs Duval to do something for Polly. When he says he cannot, Shirley 

asks Polly to trust him. She says she loves him. He embraces her and is called to the phone. The 

Voice asks if he has made up his mind. He says that his answer is that the Voice may be 

damned. Polly comes with her hands outstretched, and falls into his arms. 

Voice on the Wire (No. 14), The Light at Dawn  (2 parts) (Universal Special) – June 17. 

Shirley watches over Polly as she lies asleep on the couch in Duval’s home. “Red” Warren is 

seen approaching the Duval house and is followed by Cronin and a detective. Duval, fancying he 

hears a noise, awakens and goes toward the library, while Renolds sleeps on restlessly. Red 

starts to climb up to the library window, Cronin watching him. Shirley sees Red’s figure 

silhouetted on the shade and at the same time feels the draft caused by the door being opened. 

Red gets ready to aim his revolver. Shirley sees the door open and close, but no one appears. 

Duval also notices the door close without any one entering. In the library, the “Hand” fires 

simultaneously as Shirley fires, and Red, just starting to open the window, is hit by the bullet 

from the “Hand” and falls backward from the window to the feet of Cronin and the detective. 

Leaving Polly under the care of Duval, Shirley dashes down to Red. 

In Renolds’ bedroom no one is seen. Red is carried into the house, where Duval examines him 

and sees that he has not long to live. Renolds hears these words as he stands at the door, and 

slowly enters and kneels beside the dying man, asking permission to speak with him alone. 

Renolds listens to Warren’s whispered words and bows his head in sorrow. Renolds dazedly 

walks from the room and Shirley and others go to the library. “Red” refuses to say anything and 

dies. Renolds has gone to his bedroom, completely overcome. Shirley answers the phone to the 

“Voice” say that he, Shirley, has waited long, but at twilight he shall know the truth. At twilight 



 

 

the Hand appears in the next room, and the “Voice” tells Shirley and Polly to come into the 

room alone. They do so and see the Hand hovering over a pile of paper. The Voice says, “On this 

paper will be written the truth.” 

Voice on the Wire (No. 15), The Living Death (2 parts) (Universal Special) – June 24. 

Shirley and Polly, fascinated, watch the disembodied hand writing. Cronin and Prof. Duval wait 

in an adjoining room; the latter preventing the former from entering. The hand writes that he 

was a member of the “Black Seven,” a psychical and scientific research body of Paris and, 

because the scientists considered them crazy owing to their advanced theories, their meetings 

were necessarily secret. Five of these men were the five victims of the “Voice,” the sixth was 

Renolds and the seventh was Emil Laroux, who, not content with proving that astral bodies 

could be projected, was positive that he could recall a soul at will, providing that the body in 

which the soul lived on this earth was preserved before death by a certain ancient process. The 

person had to be an easy subject to his will before the experiment. The men didn’t believe him, 

knowing that no one would consent to being mummified alive. That night Renolds tried to 

convince Laroux of the absurdity of his new theory, but the latter seemed to b e obsessed by 

the experiment he “The Living Death.” 

At Renolds’ home, Laroux soon discovered that he could easily dominate the will of Irene 

Renolds’ wife. He told the five men. When Renolds – or Chantard, as he was known – went on 

his African expedition, Laroux went with him and willed that Irene should go too. 

A year later they were in the heart of the African jungle. One day Renolds went to get some 

specimens. Irene was soon under the influence of Laroux’s will. Then, with the help of two 

negro boys, they carried her into another room and soon carried her mummified body from the 

house. Laroux took her baby with him. 

Renolds returned. With his men he followed Laroux all night until a sandstorm stopped them. 

Dawn found them on the desert. Then they found Laroux face downward in the sand, dead. In 

his right hand was clenched a confession of his insanity and of his mummifying Renolds’ wife a 

living body and sending her to the “Black Seven” to prove his theory of “The Living Death.” He 

had intended to use the baby as a medium of communication with her chained soul. The child 

was rescued. 

That night Renolds was bitten by a poisonous snake and his servant cut off his hand to save his 

life. Later a human arm was grafted to Renolds’ body and he found that when his astral body 

was projected, the hand was the only thing visible. He had means of revenge, and waiting 

seventeen years for his son’s aid, killed all the “Black Seven,” one by one. Renolds never found 

the mummy of his wife’s “Living Death.” He had killed his own son, “Red” Warren. 



 

 

Renolds now appears before Shirley and Polly. He tells them that his duty being performed, he 

is now free to join his wife’s soul. Shirley, overcome, silently hands him his revolver. Renolds 

fires into his own body and falls. Cronin dashes into the room and Shirley tells him that the 

“Voice” is dead; to bury the confession with his son – “Red” Warren. 

 

By C. S. Williams, Classic Film Aficionados 

 


